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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This application has been examined. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

3. Claims 1-12, 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Hoddie et al (6630934). 

4. Regarding claim 1, Hoddie et al disclose the following: 

presentation data comprising one or more container objects containing one or more 
objects that include media data (Figure 7, 8, 9b, column 2 lines 15-35), 
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one or more pointer objects that reference a base object for data (column 2 lines 47-55, 
the time base reference in column 8 lines 10-20, also column 1 1 lines 9-30), creating a 
virtual hierarchy wherein the presentation data is structured in hierarchy such that the 
container objects can be nested within container objects (column 2 lines 7-33, column 6 
lines 56-67, column 7 lines 1-31), playback display that presents the media data 
(column 6 lines 30-56, column 1 1 lines 29-38), means for processing the presentation 
data (column 4 lines 1-25, column 6 lines 30-56). This constitutes an 'authoring system' 
(see definition in enclosed dictionary excerpt). Note that the authoring (e.g. processing 
the media data or configuring the sequence) may be accomplished during interrelated 
playback of the presentation (column 11 lines 29-59). 

5. Regarding claim 2, Hoddie et al also disclose the control display (Figure 2). 

6. Regarding claim 3, Hoddie et al disclose: 

presentation data comprising one or more container objects containing one or more 
objects that include media data (Figure 7, 8, 9b, column 2 lines 15-35), 
wherein the presentation data is structured in hierarchy such that the container objects 
can be nested within container objects (column 2 lines 7-33, column 6 lines 56-67, 
column 7 lines 1-31), means for processing the presentation data and navigating 
through the hierarchy, including selecting a container object in response to input 
(column 4 lines 1-25, column 6 lines 30-56, column 7 lines 5-34), playback display that 
presents the media data, wherein the current playback output for display is replaced by 
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the playback output of the selected container object (column 6 lines 30-56, column 7 
lines 6-32, column 1 1 lines 29-38). This constitutes an 'authoring system' (see 
definition in enclosed dictionary excerpt). Note that the authoring (e.g. processing the 
media data or configuring the sequence) may be accomplished during interrelated 
playback of the presentation (column 1 1 lines 29-59). 

7. Regarding claim 4, Hoddie et al disclose that the presentation data objects all 
include data specifying whether the object is navigable (column 7 lines 30-50). 

8. Regarding claim 5, Hoddie et al disclose: 

presentation data comprising one or more container objects containing one or more 
objects that include media data (Figure 7, 8, 9b, column 2 lines 15-35), 
wherein the presentation data is structured in hierarchy such that the container objects 
can be nested within container objects (column 2 lines 7-33, column 6 lines 56-67, 
column 7 lines 1-31), playback display that presents the media data (column 6 lines 30- 
56, column 1 1 lines 29-38), means for processing the presentation data (column 4 lines 
1-25, column 6 lines 30-56), one or more sub-display container objects which when 
played back displays the playback of its contained presentation data in a nested sub- 
display embedded within the display of the container object (column 7 lines 20-55). 
This constitutes an 'authoring system' (see definition in enclosed dictionary excerpt). 
Note that the authoring (e.g. processing the media data or configuring the sequence) 
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may be accomplished during interrelated playback of the presentation (column 1 1 lines 
29-59). 

9. Regarding claim 6, the nesting of sub-displays within sub-displays corresponds 
to nesting of associated container objects within container objects (column 7 lines 20- 

55). 

10. Regarding claim 7, input is received that is associated with each sub-display 
container object that specifies if the sub-display functionality is enabled (column 12 lines 
20-40). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 8, a sub-display container object may be a pointer object having 
its own user option specified independently from its base object (column 1 1 lines 9-40). 

12. Regarding claim 9, Hoddie et al disclose: 

presentation data comprising one or more container objects containing one or more 
objects that include media data (Figure 7, 8, 9b, column 2 lines 15-35), 
wherein the presentation data is structured in hierarchy such that the container objects 
can be nested within container objects (column 2 lines 7-33, column 6 lines 56-67, 
column 7 lines 1-31), means for processing the presentation data and navigating 
through the hierarchy, including selecting a container object in response to input 
(column 4 lines 1-25, column 6 lines 30-56, column 7 lines 5-34), ), playback display 
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having an output presentation of the media data, wherein the current playback output 
for display is replaced by the playback output of the selected container object (column 6 
lines 30-56, column 7 lines 6-32, column 1 1 lines 29-38), one or more sub-display 
container objects which when played back displays the playback of its contained 
presentation data in a nested sub-display embedded within the display of the container 
object (column 7 lines 20-55). This constitutes an 'authoring system' (see definition in 
enclosed dictionary excerpt). 

13. Regarding claim 10, Hoddie et al disclose: 

presentation data comprising one or more container objects containing one or more 
objects that include media data (Figure 7, 8, 9b, column 2 lines 15-35), 
means for processing the presentation data, including starting a container object in 
response to input (column 4 lines 1-25, column 6 lines 30-56, column 7 lines 5-34), 
playback display having an output presentation of the media data, wherein the current 
playback output for display is replaced by the playback output of the selected container 
object (column 6 lines 30-56, column 7 lines 6-32, column 1 1 lines 29-38), one or more 
sub-display container objects which when played back displays the playback of its 
contained presentation data in a nested sub-display embedded within the display of the 
container object (column 7 lines 20-55). This constitutes an 'authoring system' (see 
definition in enclosed dictionary excerpt). 



14. 



Regarding claim 1 1 , Hoddie et al disclose: 
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presentation data comprising one or more container objects containing one or more 
objects that include media data (Figure 7, 8, 9b, column 2 lines 15-35), 
playback display having an output presentation of the media data in a display (column 6 
lines 30-56, column 7 lines 6-32, column 11 lines 29-38), one or more sub-display 
container objects which when played back displays the playback of its contained 
presentation data in a nested sub-display embedded within the display of the container 
object (column 7 lines 20-55), wherein user input is accepted to change object size 
(length of sequence) and position (place along timeline) at the same time (column 10 
lines 5-40). This constitutes an 'authoring system' (see definition in enclosed dictionary 
excerpt). 

15. Regarding claim 12, various multiple input devices are mentioned (column 4 lines 
19-40) such that multiple editing actions (i.e. object size and position modification) are 
input actions suitable for being performed by left and right hands simultaneously. 

16. Regarding claim 14, Hoddie et al disclose: 

storing in a database presentation data comprising one or more container objects 
containing one or more objects that include media data (Figure 7, 8, 9b, column 2 lines 
15-35), and one or more pointer objects that reference a base object for data (column 2 
lines 47-55, the time base reference in column 8 lines 10-20, also column 1 1 lines 9- 
30), creating a virtual hierarchy wherein the presentation data is structured in hierarchy 
such that the container objects can be nested within container objects (column 2 lines 7- 
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33, column 6 lines 56-67, column 7 lines 1-31), presenting the media data on a 
playback device (column 6 lines 30-56, column 1 1 lines 29-38), processing the 
presentation data (column 4 lines 1-25, column 6 lines 30-56). This constitutes an 
'authoring system' (see definition in enclosed dictionary excerpt). Note that the 
authoring (e.g. processing the media data or configuring the sequence) may be 
accomplished during interrelated playback of the presentation (column 1 1 lines 29-59). 

17. Regarding claim 1 5, the current playback output for display is replaced by the 
playback output of the selected container object (column 6 lines 30-56, column 7 lines 
6-32, column 11 lines 29-38). 

18. Regarding claim 16, Hoddie et al store in the database one or more sub-display 
container objects which when played back displays the playback of its contained 
presentation data in a nested sub-display embedded within the display of the container 
object (column 7 lines 20-55). 

19. Claim 17 shows the same features as claim 14 and is rejected for the same 
reasons. 

20. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

21 . Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hoddie 
et al (6630934). 

22. Regarding claim 13, since multiple input devices include the mouse and 
keyboard switches (column 4 lines 19-40), the position can be changed by one (mouse) 
and the size changed by the other (switch). Hoddie et al do not specifically state this is 
the case, but they do mention flexibility of inputting data. It would have been obvious to 
a person with ordinary skill in the art to have this in Hoddie et al, because it would allow 
flexibility of inputting data using the multiple input devices. 

23. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven P Sax whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4072. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on 571-272-4063. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 10/027,430 



Page 10 



Art Unit: 2174 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




